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< By Dom: Bonafede
T id Tribune Staff
CPYRGHY ssmmeron.
well,  OUugh oColt, ., i'a.,
yesterday asked FBI director
J. lidgar Hoover and De-
{ense” Sceretary Robert - S.
McNamara to investigate the
“shocking alleged leak” of
secret personnel .data. on a

Key witness in the Bobby
Baker investigation.

n his ‘request, Sen. Scott
"siressed that background in-
formation purportedly leaked
to discredit Don B. Reynolds
was denied to the Senate -
Rules Committee. currently
conducting a conflict-of~in-
terest inquiry into the busie
ness activities of M. Baker,
former Senate maJoxit.y sec-.
. retary.

Scn. Scoft's point was re-
Inforced by the committce's
special' counsel, Lennox P.
McLendon, who told reporters
late yesterday that he had
asked both the Justice and
Defense Departments for da-
ta on Mr. Reynolds. This was
brior to the latter's. testimony
before the committee. The
request was turned down. °

“I was informed tht the
reason they (records of back-
ground) were not available -
to me was that they were
‘classified,’”” the attorney’
said,

He also denied there had
been any attempt by mem-
bers of either political party,
to soft-pedal the inquiry and
asserted that he was given. a
iree hand by the committee
to conduet the investization.

Is other developments in!
the case:

- @[ The committee announced
that hearings would be re-
sumed Monday to hear Wil-
llam MecLeod, former. clerk”
of the House District Com-
mittee, and Fred Black,:
Wasmngton representative f01
lhe North American Aviation
Corp. and & close friend and
busincss associate of Mr,
Baker. . :
During earlier’
M,
M_r.

testimony,
Reynolds said he gave
;\IcLeod “31‘.50‘0 -of the

)
|;JLU,UUU

IV TIL00 TVile
Reynolds) for writing the
performance bond on the
new Washington Stadium.

{TThe Army - Navy - Alr-

Force Journal, an unofficial
but  authoritative military
weekly, maintained that the
right of service men to ex-
pect that their personnel files
will remain confidential has
been “undermined” as a re-
sult of the reported leaks
on Mr. Reynolds. .
“As -a result of what has
happened,
can feel with unquestioning
trust that the privacy of his
official file will not be vio-
lated,” the Journal! said. -
GIMr. Baker and his wife
have settled delinqucnt_in-
ome taxes due the District of
olumbia since 1954, tax of-
cials here reported. .

The officials sald that the

akers paid back taxes, penal-

ies and interest covering the

ast 10 years. Mr. Baker, who
ad not paid local taxes since
i i in

ecause of his Senate position.
ax officials, however, said he
as wrong.

Sen. Scott, who is a minority

ember of the Rules Commit="

ee, sald in his letter to Secre-
ary McNamara that Mr. Rey-
olds’ file “was not made
allable to the Senate com-

ittee and In fact was refused

the Senate committee. The
act that this derogatory in-
ormation subsequenly, found

ts way into the press is ‘well

1own to everyone.”

“I assume that the alleged
‘leak, shocking in its implica--
{tions, is already being invesii-
" gated by you . .

no scrvice person

;_Of the Air F‘oxce._.‘ L

e - e

“that leaks of internal mem-
oranda can apparently be
used to destroy witnesses
whose testimony becomes em-
barrassing.”

The Senatm told Mr. Hoover, ’

. Should ths
investigation not as yet be
underway, I respectfully urge

that it be given your imme-
diate personal attention.”

Spokesmen for the FBI and
Defense Department refused
comment on the Senator’s
request.

The apparent exposure of
confidential iriformation blos-

‘somed into a cause celebre |

when columnist Drew Pear- '
son devoted , two artices to

Reynolds Silver Splmg,
Md insurance man - whose
testxmony brought to light a’
gift of.a stereo phonograph.
to President Johnson when
he was Senate majority leader.
Mr.
that he bought $1,208 worth

,0f commercial time on the
in

LBJ Co.'s TV station
Austin, Tex., at the sugges~
tion of Walte1 Jenkins, vet-
eran aid to Mr. Johnson. Mr.

« Jenkins has demed the al-"! :

legation,

* Columnist Pcalson qucs--‘

tloned the credibility of M.

- Reynollls, citing alleged rec- '~;
_ords from FBI and, Defense | i

Department including &
memo reputedly' written by
. Benjamin W, Fridge, a spe-
- cial assistant to the Secnetaly

Reynolds also testified -

J

.

Approved' For Release 2000/05/05 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000100250022-3



